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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-15 and 20-22, drawn to locking mechanism, classified in class 403, 
subclass 348. 

II. Claims 16-19, drawn to process for using a locking mechanism, classified in class 
29, subclass 428. 

Inventions I and II are related as product and process of use. The inventions can be 
shown to be distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1) the process for using the 
product as claimed can be practiced with another materially different product or (2) the product 
as claimed can be used in a materially different process of using that product (MPEP 
§ 806.05(h)). In the instant case the product disclosed in claims 1-15 and 20-22 could be used in 
a process other than the process for using a locking mechanism disclosed in claims 16-19; for 
instance, a process including the step of inserting a first projection and second projection of the 
plate into a first slot and a second slot of the base of a lamp (i.e. rather than the base of a carrying 
case). 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

During a telephone conversation with Larry Brown on 12/5/2005 a provisional election 
was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 1-15 and 20-22. 
Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 
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16-19 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b), as being 
drawn to a non-elected invention. 

AppUcant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.17(i). 

Double Patenting 

A rejection based on double patenting of the "same invention" type finds its support in 
the language of 35 U.S.C. 101 which states that "whoever invents or discovers any new and 
useful process ... may obtain a patent therefor ..." (Emphasis added). Thus, the term "same 
invention," in this context, means an invention drawn to identical subject matter. See Miller v. 
EagleMfg. Co., 151 U.S. IS6 {IS94); In re Ockert, 245 F.2d467, 114 USPQ 330 (CCPA 1957); 
and In re Vogel, All F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970). 

A statutory type (35 U.S.C. 101) double patenting rejection can be overcome by 
canceling or amending the conflicting claims so they are no longer coextensive in scope. The 
filing of a terminal disclaimer cannot overcome a double patenting rejection based upon 35 
U.S.C. 101. 

Apphcant is advised that should claim 1 be found allowable, claim 21 will be objected to 
under 37 CFR 1 .75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof Similarly, should claim 2 be found 
allowable, clam 22 will be objected to. When two claims in an application are duplicates or else 
are so close in content that they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, 
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it is proper after allowing one claim to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the 
allowed claim. See MPEP § 706.03(k). 

Claim Objections 

Claims 3, 1 and 20 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• The limitations of claim 3 are redundant since they were previously set forth in claim 
1, from which claim 3 depends. Therefore, claim 3 is objected to under 37 

CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent form for failing to further limit the 
subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the claim, or 
amend the claims to place claim 3 in proper dependent form, or rewrite the claims in 
independent form. 

• The limitation "said tabs" (line 3 of claim 1 1) lacks proper antecedent basis and 
should be replaced with "said at least one tab". 

• The claims are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .75(g) because the least 
restrictive claim, claim 20, is not presented as claim number 1. Applicant is required 
to amend the claims such that claim 1 is the least restrictive or cancel claims 1-19. 

Appropriate correction is required. For purposes of examining the instant invention, the 
examiner has assumed these corrections have been made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-10, 13-15 and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Inui(U.S. Patent 5,167,465). 

Claim 1. Inui discloses (fig.l) a locking mechanism, comprising: a plate (2) having a first 
projection (7), a second projection (8) and a first surface area (3) for receiving a decorative 
image; and a base (1) having a first slot (1 1) and a second slot (14), wherein said first slot runs at 
least substantially along a first axis (axis of 1 1) that is at a predetermined angle (90 degrees) with 
respect to a vertical axis (axis of 1 that is 90 degrees fi-om axis of 1 1) of said base; wherein said 
first slot and said second slot detachably receive said first projection when said plate is in a first 
position (open position), wherein said first slot locks said first projection and said second slot 
locks said second projection when said plate is in a second position (locked position) such that 
said plate is detachably coupled to said base. 

Claim 2. Inui discloses the mechanism according to claim 1, wherein at least a portion of 
said second slot (portion of 14 perpendicular to 1 1) runs at least substantially along a second axis 
(axis of 14 perpendicular fi-om 11) that is at least substantially perpendicular to said first axis 

Claim 3. Inui discloses the mechanism according to claim 1, wherein said first slot and 
said second slot fiulher lock said first projection and said second projection as said plate is 
turned from said first position to said second position. 

Claim 4. Inui discloses the mechanism according to claim 1, wherein said first slot and 
said second slot unlock said first projection and said second projection when said plate is 
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returned from said second position to said first position, wherein said plate is removable from 
said base when said plate is in said first position. 

Claim S. Inui discloses the mechanism according to claim 1, wherein said first projection 
has a center portion (5) that is at least substantially circular and at least one wing (wings of 7) 
that is attached to and projects away from said center portion. 

Claim 6. Inui discloses the mechanism according to claim 5, wherein said first slot 
includes at least one arc (arc portion of 1 1) that engages said center portion of said first 
projection and at least one extension (portions of 1 1 that receive wings of 7) that receives said 
wings of said first projection. 

Claim 7. Inui discloses the mechanism according to claim 6, wherein said first slot further 
includes at least one ledge (ledge portions of 1 1 contacting wings of 7 as they rotate) and said 
ledges engage said wings as said plate is turned and stops at said second position. 

Claim 8. Inui discloses the mechanism according to claim 1, wherein said second 
projection includes a first segment (8a) and a second segment (top of 8) that is attached to said 
first segment, wherein said first segment is attached to and rises above a second surface area (flat 
end surface area of 2) of said plate and said second segment is at least substantially parallel with 
said second surface area. 

Claim 9. Inui discloses the mechanism according to claim 8, wherein said second slot 
includes a protrusion (14a) and wherein said first and second segments engage said protrusipn as 
said plate is turned from said first position to said second position and disengage said protrusion 
when said plate is in said first position. 
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Claim 10. Inui discloses the mechanism according to claim 9, wherein said second slot 
further includes an arc (15b), wherein at least a portion of said first segment slides along said arc 
as said plate is turned fi^om said first position to said second position and firom said second 
position to said first position. 

Claim 13. Inui discloses the mechanism according to claim 1, wherein said plate includes 
a horizontal axis (any horizontal axis of 2) and said base includes a horizontal axis (horizontal 
axis of 1 that is parallel to that of 2 in the second position), wherein said horizontal axis of said 
plate is at a predetermined angle (90 degrees) with respect to said horizontal axis of said base 
when said plate is in said first position and said horizontal axis of said plate is at least 
substantially parallel with said horizontal axis of said base when said plate is in said second 
position. 

Claim 14. Inui discloses (fig.l) a plate (2) for a carrying case, comprising: a first surface 
area (area of 2 receiving 1); a second surface area (outer cylindrical surface area of 2) for 
receiving a decorative image; a first projection (7); and a second projection (8), said first and 
second projections being disposed on said first surface area; wherein said first and second 
projections are received by first (1 1) and second (14, 15) slots of a base (1) when said plate is in 
a first position (open position), wherein said first and second projections are engaged by the first 
and second slots as said plate is turned to and stops at a second position (locked position), said 
plate couples to the base when said first and second projections engage the first and second slots 
and said plate decouples fi-om the base when said plate is in the first position. 

Claim 15. Inui discloses (fig.l) a base (1) of a carrying case, comprising: a first slot (1 1); 
and a second slot (14, 15), wherein said second slot includes a protrusion (14a); wherein said 
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first and second slots receive a first projection (7) and a second projection (8) of a plate when the 
plate is in a first position (open position) and said first and second slots engage the first and 
second projections as the plate is turned to and stops at a second position (locked position), 
wherein the plate couples to said base when said first and second slots engage the first and 
second projections and the plate decouples fi-om said base when the plate is in the first position. 

Claim 20. Inui discloses (fig.l) a locking mechanism, comprising: a plate (2) having a 
first projection (7), a second projection (8) and a first surface area (outer cylindrical surface of 2) 
for receiving a decorative image; and a base (1) having a first slot (1 1) and a second slot (14, 15); 
wherein said first slot and said second slot detachably receive said first projection when said 
plate is in a first position (open position), wherein said first slot locks said first projection and 
said second slot locks said second projection when said plate is in a second position (locked 
position) such that said plate is detachably coupled to said base. 

Claim 21. The locking mechanism according to claim 20, wherein said first slot runs at 
least substantially along a first axis (any axis running through 1 1) that is at a predetermined angle 
with respect to a vertical axis of said base. 

Claim 22. The locking mechanism according to claim 21, wherein at least a portion of 
said second slot runs at least substantially along a second axis (any axis running through 14 that 
is perpendicular to first axis) that is at least substantially perpendicular to said first axis. 

Claims 1, 1 1 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Humble 
(U.S. Patent 4,299,870). 
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Claim 1. Humble discloses (figs. 1-4) a locking mechanism, comprising: a plate (11) 
having a first projection (47), a second projection (43) and a first surface area (surface area 1 1 
opposite that of 47a) for receiving a decorative image; and a base (12) having a first slot (46) and 
a second slot (49), wherein said first slot runs at least substantially along a first axis (axis 
bisecting 46 fi*om left to right) that is at a predetermined angle (90 degrees) with respect to a 
vertical axis (axis bisecting 12 fi*om top to bottom) of said base; wherein said first slot and said 
second slot detachably receive said first projection when said plate is in a first position (open 
position), wherein said first slot locks said first projection and said second slot locks said second 
projection when said plate is in a second position (locked position) such that said plate is 
detachably coupled to said base. 

Claim 11. Humble discloses the mechanism according to claim 1, fiirther comprising a 
support unit (22), wherein said base fiirther includes at least one tab (23) and said support unit 
includes at least one slot (24) for receiving and engaging said at least one tab of said base. 

Claim 12. Humble discloses the mechanism according to claim 11, wherein said support 
unit is positioned against an inside surface of a portion of a carrying case (30), wherein said base 
is positioned against an outside surface of the carrying case when said slots of said support unit 
engage said tabs of said base. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Referring to locking mechanism: 

Hirano U.S. Patent 3,853,414 
Lascarrou U.S. Patent 4,009,507 
PfaffingerU.S. Patent 5,368,427 
Rumpp U.S. Patent 6,302,617 
Swan U.S. Patent 6,698,300 
Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier conmiunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Victor MacArthur whose telephone number is (571) 272-7085. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-3600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197. 

VLM 

December 6, 2005 





DANIEL P. STODOLA 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



